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The Songkran festival marks the 
Thai New Year, an important 
holiday associated with water and 
its symbolic cleansing qualities.

Every year from April 13 to 15, 
Songkran takes place across 
Thailand; people visit local 
temples, celebrate at home with 
their families, and engage in water 
�ghts, representing the washing 
away of bad luck and beginning 
the year with a clean slate.

This is also a busy time for travel 
as well as a period of school 
holidays. Whether you’re on the 
road or staying put, we’ve put 
together this activity booklet with 
Brighton College Bangkok to 
keep creative minds stimulated.

It contains water themed paper 
crafts and other art activities 
to science, math, and literacy 
based activities.

Enjoy!

www.bkkkids.com

what is 
The Songkran 

festival?



Activities
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art

This activity introduces colour mixing and mono printing 
to children as well as producing symmetrical patterns. 
This project uses glue paint, which can be made at home 
by colouring basic white glue with liquid watercolour 
paints or even food colouring. It has a beautiful 
transparency when it dries. 

Butter�y Mono Printing
Symmetrical patterns and colour-mixing

What you need:
Basic white 
or clear school glue

Liquid watercolour paint

Laminating pouch or acetate

Wooden chopstick

Black marker pen

Pipe cleaner

Step for parentsDo it together Step for children
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Make glue paint by adding a teaspoon of 
liquid watercolour paint to small glue bottles. 
Add the paint into an open glue bottle. Put 
the lid back on it and shake and/or stir with 
a craft stick.

Depending upon the brand of glue used, this 
may blend easily or it may take a few hours 
for the colour to saturate so it might be best 
to do this the day before you plan to make 
your butter�y, just in case.

Fold your piece of acetate in half and reopen 
it, or open up your laminating pouch. Squeeze 
multiple colours of glue paint randomly on 
one side. Keep the glue close to the centre of 
the page and the fold, away from the edges. 
The more glue that is used, the stronger the 
colour will be.

Fold the transparency over. Press down on 
the glue to spread and move it around until 
the colours touch and blend. Applying extra 
pressure can create clear areas. If paint is 
pushed too far, it will escape from the edges.

Open the fold and allow the glue to dry 
overnight. Colours will become transparent 
as they dry.

While the glue paint is drying, colour about 
2/3 of a wooden chopstick using a black 
water-based marker. 

When the glue paint is dry, fold it again and 
cut out the shape of butter�y wings. Glue the 
dowel so that a small length is visible over 
the top of the wings for the butter�y’s head.

Twist a pipe cleaner around the butter�y’s 
head for antennae. When the glue is dry, hold 
the end of the dowel and move it gently up 
and down to make the butter�y �y.
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Literacy

What you need:
Paper

Pencil
Coloured pencils

Writing About Water
Exploration of different forms 

of written expression

Step for parentsDo it together Step for children

Writing activities help promote reading and writing skills 
while being fun at the same time. These literacy activities 
revolve around the theme of water, guiding children to think 
about, write and ultimate share their own story, poem or 
descriptive words.



6

2

1

3

Write a story about a young child who is distressed about his/her local lake being polluted and 
decides to challenge the problem.Organise your story into 5 sections.

Opening....................................................................................................... Characters and setting
Build up.......................................................................New character, something starts to happen
Problem.........................................................................................Main character faces a dif�culty
Resolution..................................................................................Main character solves the problem
Ending..........................Main character re�ect of his/her adventure and what they have achieved

Write a senses poem about different examples of water:

For example: stream, river, ocean, sea, wave, waterfall, raindrop, clouds, rainstorm, snow, ice

Rain is clear,
It tastes like water,
It sounds like pounding on your windows,
It smells like fresh pine trees,
It looks like dew drops on plants,
It makes me feel cool.
By Hillary

Follow the guidance below, or decide for yourself how the poem should be written.

Line 1 .......................................................................................................................................Colour
Line 2 .......................................................................................................................................Taste
Line 3 .......................................................................................................................................Sound
Line 4 .......................................................................................................................................Smell
Line 5 .......................................................................................................................................Colour
Line 6 .......................................................................................................................................Feel

Draw a picture of water in different forms: raindrops, streams, waves, clouds, snow, hail, etc. Label 
the image using words to describe the water (e.g., �owing, gushing, �owing, pouring, �oating…)
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Math

What you need:
1 can of shaving foam

Transparent bowls or jars

Food colouring in two 
different colours

A pipette or plastic  
medicine syringe

A measuring jug

Not only does this activity give children the opportunity 
to talk about capacities, it puts your child’s counting skills 
to use. You could also use it to discuss the water cycle, as 
the activity replicates what happens with clouds and water 
droplets, and make some beautiful patterns in the water! 

Make a DIY Raincloud 
Discovery of capacities and counting practise 

Step for parentsDo it together Step for children
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The shaving cream represents clouds and 
the food coloring represents water droplets 
in a cloud. In the water cycle, the water 
droplets within a cloud continue to grow 
until they become heavy and fall out 
of  the clouds to Earth. The same thing is 
happening in this activity.

Links to the water cycle

Fill up the jug with water and add it into the 
various bowls or jars.

This activity in itself is good for developing 
�ne and gross motor skills.

Talk to your child about how much water 
needs to go in each bowl.
• Is the bowl full, empty, half full? 
• Take time to look at the scale on the 

size of the measuring jug. 
• Which container holds the most or the 

least water?

Add the shaving foam to the top of the 
water. What happens to the shaving foam? 
Does it �oat or sink? Why do you think 
that happens?

Fill up the syringe or pipette using the food 
colouring mixed with a little water. Talk about 
how much water is in these small containers.

Use the pipette / syringe and add coloured 
water to the top of the foam drop by drop. 
You can add one colour or as many different 
ones as you like.

Count the number of drops added to the 
top of the foam, or look at the scale on the 
syringe, before the foam ‘cloud’ starts to rain.
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music

A sturdy cardboard box such 
as a pizza box
A piece of strong, clear 
plastic (lamination pouch, 
clear tablecloth, etc.)
Packing or duct tape

Seeds, dried beans or 
small pasta

Scissors

An ocean drum recreates the relaxing sounds of waves 
crashing on the shore and is actually very easy to make 
at home. Many children (and adults) �nd the sound 
and changing patterns soothing and calming. The sound 
you create will depend on what you �ll the drum with; 
you might want to make several and start your own 
percussion band!

Make Your Own Ocean Drum
Creating sound and �nding rhythm 

Step for parentsDo it together Step for children

What you need:
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• Tilt it back and forth at gentle and then 
more extreme angles

• Tap the sides or top
• Shake your drum like a rattle

tips for playing 
your ocean drum

Decorate your box before making the 
actual drum. You may want to cover it with 
wrapping paper, paint it and/or stick pictures 
on the outside and inside.

Draw a slightly smaller square or rectangle 
on the top of your ocean drum box and cut 
it out.

Put your chosen objects inside the box 
to create the sound of the waves. Small, 
round objects will make the most realistic 
sound. Mung beans are good. For a louder 
drum, try lentils, dried peas or orzo pasta. 
Try mixing up the contents until you �nd a 
sound that you like. 

Once you’ve chosen the contents of your 
drum, it is time to seal it up. Tape all of 
the edges tightly shut so nothing can escape. 
Your drum is then �nished!

Cut your clear plastic into a large square or 
rectangular shape.

Tape the plastic to the inside of the box, over 
the cut out square/rectangle.

You can also add decorative objects like 
glitter and confetti. Items such as marbles 
and buttons will also add to the sound.
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What you need:
A plastic bottle

A balloon

Plastic straw

Sticky tape 
such as duct tape

Waterproof tray or bowl 
to collect the water

Scissors

Food colouring (optional)

Water Bottle Fountain Experiment
Investigate air pressure and 

basic �uid mechanisms

Step for parentsDo it together Step for children

Making a water fountain out of everyday objects, without 
the need for electricity, teaches about the power of air 
pressure. Talk through the processes with your child and 
use words such as ‘invisible’ and ‘pressure’. This helps 
them sequence the steps as well as gives them vocabulary 
to describe what’s going on.

Science
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The water in the bottle is following the laws 
of gravity - it will only travel downwards 
towards the ground. When the balloon is 
attached, the air it releases into the bottle 
causes pressure that forces the water up the 
straw and out of the fountain.

The science behind the activity

Ask an adult to help you make a hole in the 
side of the water bottle about three quarters 
of the way down. The hole should just be big 
enough for the straw to go in.

Place the straw inside the hole, making sure 
that it touches the bottom of the bottle and 
it is pointing up outside the bottle.

Use the sticky tape to secure the straw 
in place and make sure that any holes are 
taped over.

Fill the bottle with water, making sure it is 
above the hole for the straw, and add food 
colouring if you are using it. Make sure the 
straw stays pointing up.

Place the tray or bowl under the bottle (or 
do this outside if you don’t mind the �oor, 
and you, getting wet!)

Blow up the balloon and attach it to the 
mouth of the bottle. You can also make a 
hole in the bottle top and thread the balloon 
through before blowing it up. Alternatively, 
if you don’t have a balloon or are �nding it 
dif�cult to stretch it across the mouth, blow 
directly into the mouth of the bottle.

Watch the fountain go!



Colouring pages
and crafts
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Thai fruits are diverse in colours, textures 
and tastes.

Colour the fruits on the following page

Which are your favourites?

How many have you tried?

Learn how to write and say their 
names in English and Thai 

1

2

3

4

Learn about Thai fruits
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Pop up card

Make a Songkran 
Pop Up Card

Print on normal paper or light cardstock

Glue/tape cut-out images to the various 
folds of the paper. The cityscape will be in 
the back, followed by the others.

Fold along the lines on the remaining sheet

Cut out the outline of each image, including 
the cityscape and words “Happy Songkran”

Colour in to your liking

1

2

3

4

5

This paper craft has been created by Hattifant 
for BKK Kids. For step-by-step video instructions, 
go to Hattifant - Songkran Pop Up Card

For more paper craft ideas and downloads, visit 
www.hattifant.com.



Make a Songkran 
Pop Up Card
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Kaleidocycle Papercraft

Make a Flextangle 
of Thailand's Animals

This paper craft has been created by 
Hattifant for BKK Kids. For step-by-step video 
instructions, go to Hattifant - Thailand Animals:  
Flextangle Papertoy

For more paper craft ideas and downloads, visit 
www.hattifant.com.

Print on normal or light cardstock paper

...and Play!

Glue/Tape toy together

Fold all previously scored lines

Cut out along the lines

Score all vertical and diagonal lines

Colour in to your liking

1

2

3

4

5

6

7



Make a Flextangle 
of Thailand's Animals
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